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Thank	you	for	choosing	the	MPAC	for	your	event.	We	hope	that	this	information	will	make	your	event	
easy	to	plan,	worry-free	and	enjoyable.	It	will	also	help	you	to	understand,	through	a	quick	summary,	
key	components	of	events	in	the	MPAC.	

	
If	you	desire	other	or	more	in-depth	information,	please	call	the	College	of	Arts	and	Sciences	Auditorium	
Manager	at	601.266.4550.	

	
FACILITY	GUIDELINES	
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EMERGENCIES	
All	emergencies	should	be	reported	to	campus	security	first	(601.266.4986),	then	the	Auditorium	
Manager	(601.266.4550).	
	
INSURANCE	
External	users	must	provide	proof	of	liability	insurance	for	a	minimum	of	$1,000,000.	The	University	of	
Southern	Mississippi	shall	be	named	as	an	additional	insured.	

	
OCCUPANCY/SEATING	CAPACITY	
The	user	will	not	admit	or	distribute	tickets	in	excess	of	the	occupancy	capacity	of	the	rented	space	as	
determined	by	the	MPAC.	The	established	seating	capacity	of	the	facility	is	720.	Twenty	(20)	of	these	
are	withheld	for	ADA	compliance	and	for	seat	relocations	at	the	MPAC	discretion,	leaving	no	more	than	
700	ready-to-sell	seats.	

	
SMOKING	
There	is	absolutely	no	smoking	allowed	anywhere	in	the	building	at	any	time.	
	
BUILDING	ACCESS	
Performers/users	should	enter	the	theatre	through	the	backstage	loading	door	only.	The	front	doors	
are	kept	locked	until	time	to	admit	the	audience	unless	the	user	obtains	prior	approval	from	
Auditorium	Manager	and	arranges	for	additional	personnel	to	continuously	monitor	doors.	During	
setup	and	rehearsals,	only	those	persons	directly	associated	with	the	event	as	performers	or	staff	are	
permitted	in	the	theatre	-	no	guests	and	no	public	access.	

	
FOOD	AND	BEVERAGE	
No	food	or	beverage	shall	be	brought	into	the	MPAC	by	the	user,	the	user’s	guests,	ticket	holders,	or	the	
user’s	employees.	Only	water	in	tightly	sealed	containers	is	permitted	by	the	users	or	the	user’s	
employees.	Audience	members	are	not	allowed	to	bring	any	outside	food	or	beverage	into	the	facility.	
Any	food	and	beverage	service	requests	must	be	coordinated	with	Aramark	and	the	Auditorium	
Manager.	The	user	will	enforce	that	no	food	or	beverage	other	than	water	is	allowed	in	theatre	or	lobby.	
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MPAC	FREQUENTLY	ASKED	QUESTIONS	
	
What	is	included	in	my	rental	price?	
Your	rental	price	includes	(1)	continuous	block	of	time	as	well	as	BASIC	sound	and	lighting	(see	below).	The	use	
of	a	very	limited	existing	lobby	and	backstage	furniture	(including	tables	and	a	lectern);	music	stands	(40);	
sound	shells	(5);	tables	(6	folding,	no	tablecloths);	and	chairs	(50)	must	be	coordinated	through	Auditorium	
Manager		
	
Piano	usage	
Piano	usage	and	tuning	should	be	coordinated	with	the	Auditorium	Manager.	Any	moving	of	the	piano	must	be	
supervised	by	facility	staff.	
	
What	does	"basic	sound	and	lighting"	mean?	
"Basic"	lighting	means	that	a	MPAC	staff	member	will	turn	on	the	auditorium	lights	and	stage	lights	for	
you	at	the	beginning	of	your	event	and	turn	them	
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I	want	to	offer	concessions	at	my	event.	
All	food	and	beverage	needs	are	arranged	through	Aramark.	No	outside	food	and	beverage	is	permitted	on	
the	premises	at	any	time.	

	
What	do	I	do	about	ushers?	
For	all	public	events,	the	user	is	responsible	for	the	securing	of	a	minimum	of	4	ushers	per	show	who	
must	arrive	and	meet	with	our	head	of	house	no	later	than	30	minutes	prior	to	the	opening	of	the	
auditorium	–	which	is	one	hour	prior	to	opening	of	the	house.	

	
When	does	the	building	open	for	a	show?	
The	main	doors	of	the	MPAC	will	not	open	until	one	hour	prior	to	the	event.	Unless	otherwise	pre-
arranged	with	the	Auditorium	Manager,	the	house	will	not	open	until	30	minutes	prior	to	the	event.	All	
performers	and	staff	should	use	backstage	entrances	as	non-ticketed	patrons	will	not	be	allowed	into	
the	auditorium.	

	
What	do	I	need	to	clean	up	when	I’m	finished?	
Presenter	agrees	to	return	facility	to	the	same	or	better	condition	when	complete.	The	hall	is	assessed	
prior	to	and	following	every	event.	Excessive	garbage,	stains	or	damage	will	be	repaired	or	replaced	and	
charged	to	the	presenter.	All	garbage	should	be	in	receptacles.	Any	item	placed	in	refuse	area	on	loading	
dock	should	be	bagged	or	broken	down.	Extra	programs	anywhere	in	the	hall	should	be	removed	or	
placed	in	garbage	cans.	
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INFORMATION	FOR	YOUR	GUESTS	

Tickets	
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From	the	East	(Mobile)	
Follow	Highway	98	to	Highway	49	North.	Continue	North	to	Hardy	Street.	Turn	left.	Take	a	right	on	to	
the	Southern	Miss	campus	(East	Memorial)	at	the	first	light.	Take	a	left	at	the	welcome	station	
(Southern	Miss	Drive)	and	continue	past	two	stop	signs.	The	MPAC	is	on	the	left.	

	
From	the	West	(Columbia	and	McComb)	
Take	98	East	to	Hardy	Street.	Continue	on	Hardy	Street	to	the	front	of	campus,	 taking	a	 left	on	to	the	
Southern	Miss	campus.	Take	a	left	at	the	welcome	station	(Southern	Miss	Drive)	and	continue	past	two	
stop	signs.	The	MPAC	is	on	the	left.	


